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conversations around the text and create connections between the text and
contemporary life.

Questions? Send them to: cstrin@uscj.org.
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|s Assimilation Kea”y so Pad?

Background Material

\/ocabularg

J Acculturation — the aclop’cion of Foreign ideas, mores, and institutions and their ac!aptation
into the existing culture.

e Hellenism - devotion to or imitation of ancient (Greek thought, customs, or stg]cs.

J Assimilation — the absorption into an alternative culture 139 way of aban&oning one’s own.

. Hasmonean —an ancient Priestlg order named after Hashmoni, grandlcather of Mattathias
the Priest.

. ﬂasid — ]n the context of the era refers those Pious chs who refused to absorb any of
Greek culture.

Keg Figures

. Mattathias -~ Head Pries’c of the [Hasmonean Familﬁ. R@Cused the orders of the the king
and became the first leader of the fﬂasmonean Revo]t.

L Judah the Maccabce (From the Sgriac word “maqqaba” — hammer) third son of Mattathias.
He became leader of rebel group Fo“owing the death of Mattathias.

i Antiochus l\/ — (Antiochus Epipharw,s) Kiﬂg of Sgria (i 75 BC~] 6% BC), son of
Antiochus ”] and successor of his brother Sc!cucus ]\/ Hc is best known for his attempt
to [ellenize Judaea and cxtirpate Judaism

He”cnism & Historg leacling up to the rededication of the TemPle

Alexancler the Great conquered the area known as Fales’cine in331 bCE and Juclea was
absorbed into the (Greek empire, along with most of that part of the world. The hellenization of
the Jews in the Greek emPire was a slow and gra&ual process and until x most Jews had a&oPte&
some aspects of (Greek culture a!though theg had not lost their _Jewish identities.

During the rule of Antiochus ]\/, internal and external Po]itical pressures increased, Par‘cicularly
from the Sgria front. At this Point, the majoritg of the Jewish nation became subject to the Greek
rules as Aﬂtiochus ]\/ attcmptcd to force assimilation oxca_” Gareek ways. E_vcrﬂonc was expectcd
to worsl'xip / cus and was Prol‘xibited from obscrving the laws of the T orah. When that did not
obtain the desired resu!ts, Antiochus instituted a Policy of death for observing the Torah or not
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acknow]edging / cus. Everg ch was forced to worship at the altar in front of representatives of
the King. Throughout the Empire, those who did not agree rea&i]g were “encouraged” or killed }35
the armies of Antiochus.

During the winter of 166 BCE an officer of the King arrived in Mod?in. There Mattathias, a
local Pries’c, Preventecl a_Jewfrom worshiping at the new19 established altar, i(i“ing both the Jew
and the officer and tearing down the altar. Mattathias and his five sons fled to the wildcmess,

where others who haci refused to make a complete }Dreak from Jewish Law also gathere&.

Leading the way in resistance of Antiochus with the Hasmoncans were the Easidim (‘tl‘ne Fious’
not the same group as to&ay’s Uasidim). Thcse individuals were a higHy conservative and re]igious
sect that refused to accept any of Greek culture. Tl’lis was a Fight against those who would give up

their distinctive re]igious ways to become a Par’t of the ]argcr socictg.

For the next two years, this group, having decided to reP!ace Passive resistance with active, wagecl

gucrri”a warfare on Hc”enizcd Jews. Agtcr Mattathias’ clcatl'x, his third son, Juc{ah Maccabcc
(The }ﬂammcr} led the rebc”ion, called the Hasmonean Revolt. Hc exPanded the goal of the
rebellion from religious freedom to also include Political indePencience. At first, their victories were
small but s]ow]g, their importancc and strcngth increased. T}wc war was bcing Fouglﬂt not forland or
riches, but for the right to believe and worship as tlﬁeg chose.

E_ventua”g, the band gainecl control over the Jerusalem~Ja1C1Ca highwag (’che main road in and out of
Jerusalem) and in so doing demanded the attention of the 53rian5 for having clisrupted
communications and control. Though the Syriansj with suPerior numbers and armor, tried, theg
were unable to win a mi]itar9 victorg over the group led bg Juda}m E_ventua”y Antiochus lifted the
ban on observance and the requirement to worship / cus but retained control of the Tcmple.

Fo”owing the death of Antiochus, Ju&ah gathered his forces and liberated, Purhciea and
rededicated the Temple‘ Folitica] independence was not renewed until 25 years laterin 140

BCE.
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|s Assimilation Rea”y so Pad?

Facilitator (quide

T he Facilitator Guide is clcsignccl to direct you througlﬁ several discussion oPtions. Although itis
&esigned as a Progression, you need not follow from beginm’ng to end. Each section can stand on
its own or be combined with another. (|se the Packet in its entirety or choose components based

on the time you have available and the students in your group.

Gctting Started ~ the History of Eanukkah

You migl‘vt open your conversation bg asking the group to share thoughts and memories ’clncg
associate with Hanukkah. Fo”ow~uP }33 asicing what theg know about the historg leacling up to the
rededication of the Tcmple and the dcvc]opmcnt of Eanukkah.

As you will see, this is not a tgpica] session on Eanukkah. T}‘Ae activities that follow are based on
an assumption of knowlcdge of the backgrounc{ ]ea&ing up to the rededication of the Tcmple. Jn
the “Backgrounc{ |nformation” section above, a concise overview of the l’lis’corg has been Provided.
Takejust a few minutes to review this background to ensure that everyone is beginning together.

Sometimes we take things Forgranted when using “familiar’ texts.

A key point is understanding who was fighting and against what. | he [Jasmoneans had likely

partially acculturated (Greek culture into their lives and they themselves could be called [Hellenists.
[t was only after they were forbidden from any practice of Jewish | aw that they revolted — they

were fighting against a completeloss of their ability to practice as Jews.
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Section One ~ When do we say too much?

Star‘c this part of the conversation bg deFining He”enism, acculturation and assimilation. Ask how
we are “He”cnizcd”, acculturated and assimilated into the world around us todag. Answers migl‘nt

include:

e [ellenized/acculturated - We attend (niversities, the theatrc,joiﬂ gyms, Par’cicipate in the
Olﬁmpics, support the ideal of Democrac3 and are leaders in many realms of science. All
ereek institutions by the way.

. Assimilatcd — the things we eat, how we dress, football on Shabbat, etc.

Each year, when Kislev comes aroundJ we Clig out our Eanukkiot and celebrate the “Festival of
Lights”. Yet, look begond the Kabbinic miracle of the oil to the origina] conflict and the origina]
impetus for celebration. Classica”y, this is a story of traditionalist Jews Fighting against
assimilation into Greek Culture. l’c is a gight against the [Hellenists (Jews who took on Greek
ways) as much as itis against the Sgrians and Antiochus. Look a little closer and you might

discoveritis rea”g a story about when acculturation becomes assimilation. |t is onlg after

Antiochus has Prohibite& ﬂobsewance of Torah and require& a_“ to worshiP /ecus that the

storg of the Hasmoneans arrives.
]t is at this brcaking Point that Mattathias stePs up and Prevents his townsfolk from worshiPing at
the (Greek altar and then Proceecls to build his armies and Figlﬁt. Similaris the story of [Hannah and

her seven sons when thcg are capturecl 59 the troops of Antioclﬂus and commanded to eat Pig.
One by one thcg refuse and are tortured to death in front of her.’

Discussion Points.
. What are the benefits of acculturation or assimilation in our lives todag?

d What are the drawbacks?

d I:or the Hasmoneans and fﬂannah’s sons this was enougH }ﬂow do we know when we have

become too assimilated? [How do we know when enough is enough?

"1 Maccabes 7. See also. http://209.58.241.78/viholidays/chanukah/women.htm
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thre does each of us draw the line todag? Are there areas where we migl‘ut have alreadg

crossed over that Poin’c and need to back uP?

Values are measured in terms of what a person is wi”ing to pay forthem. |n the case of the
Hasmoneans, theg were wi”ing to pay with their lives. What values do we hold todag and
what would we “Pag” to protect them? (e.g. kashrut is a value omCJudaism but one is not
asked to starve to protect it good grac}es migh’c be avalue that one “Pags” for 135 not going
to the movies every m’ght)

An additional Piece. Todag we often find ourselves at odds with the ideas of the Earcic{im
(contemporarg re]igious extremists). \We look at them} stereo’cypica”g, PeoPle who will not
allow modern societg to influence theirjudaism at all. The Easic{im of the Maccabean era,
although similar in their lack of integration of the society around them. Tlﬂcg were an
intcgral part of the [1asmonean Fight and tl‘xeﬂ too were Purists. What changed?

What about on the national and international level? Are multinational businesses
encroaclﬁing upon our abilitg to be individual communities? Are McDona]clsj Starbucks
and Wa|~Mar’c creating a world in their own image? During the 2000 World Trade
Organization meeting in Seattle, groups Protcstccl what they saw as the over-running of
the world by these organizations. What process exist today that that have alread3 or may

change our society in this way?
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Section | wo - Assimilation in the Pible

]Fgou want to move begond the concept of Eanukkah, try Para“eling the issues found there with
those in two biblical stories of assimilation: Joseph and E_sther. Each of these characters can be
held up as cxamp!cs that a a/egrec of acculturation is sometimes necessary for _Jewish survival. Do

a quick review of the two individuals and the results of their assimilation.

. Joseph, whose Politica! ascendance in E_ggpt is read on Shabbat Eanuucah, saved the
]sraelites tlnrough his absorption into E_ggptian societg. Yet, when his brothers stood
before him we find that he retained enough of his identitg to understand their Hebrew
conversation.

o [ sther incorporates herself into the Paiacc and life of the king from where she eventua“g
saves the Jews. Mi&rash states that she retained seven sets of servants, one for cach dag.
|t was in this way that she was able to observe Shabbat without anyone rea]izing that she
was doing somcthing different on that dag.

]n both instances, the characters were able to assimilate theirjudaism with their external ]ives, yet

retained their core self. When the time came, they were able to draw on their core to save their

PCOPIC.

Questions to consider:

L What do you think about the choices these characters made?
. How do we know when that degrec of assimilation has been crossed in our lives?

L How have you tried to find that balance that allows you to live in today’s society yet remain
Jewish at your core? What are the fundamental Picces in this task?
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Additional Resources

The Book of our Heritag;e bg E]igahu KiTom Felcﬂmim Fublishers. 1968.

A Dhc]cerent Light }33 Noam Zion and Barbara SPectre‘ Devora Fublishing.

A (uide to chish Relig;ious Fractice by |saac Klein. The Jewisl'\ Tl’\cologica] Seminary
of America. 1992.

From the Maccabees to the Mislma }33 Shaye Colﬁen. lee Westminster Fress. 1987.
Judaism and [Hellenism in Antiquitq by | ee J. | _evine. [Hendrickson Publishers. 1999.

First Maccabeesv Written in Hebrew around 120bce about the Period of 166-1 35 bee.

Describes the Maccabcan dgnastg and God’s choice of their Famiiy to save ]srae].
Frobabl\tj written for a_Judean audience.
Second Maccabees. Written in (Greek for Diaspora [Hellenistic Jews. Seeks to show

that the revolt was between greecig Priests and irrational Greek leaders.
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